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however, is in no better plight, only for him matters are
rather different He has the capacity so to curtail his
secondary function that he experiences almost nothing
but the positive primary function, />. he no longer remains
anchored to anything, but flies above reality in a sort
of frenzy; things are no longer seen and realized, but
are merely used as stimulants. This capacity has a great
advantage, for it enables one to manoeuvre oneself out
of many difficult situations ("Lost art thou, when thou
thinkest of danger", Nietzsche); but it is also a great
disadvantage, and catastrophe is its almost inevitable
outcome, so often does it lead one into inextricable chaos,
From the extraverted type Gross produces the so-called
civilizing genius, and the so-called cultural genius from the
introverted. The former corresponds with "practical
achievement", the latter with " abstract invention". In
conclusion Gross expresses his conviction " that our age
stands in especial need of the contracted, intensified con-
sciousness, in contrast to former ages where consciousness
was shallower and more extensive" (pp. 68 ff.) " We delight
in the ideal, the profound, the symbolical. Through
simplicity to harmony, this is the art of the highest
culture".
Gross wrote this, to be sure, in the year 1902. And
how is it now? If we were to express any opinion at all;
we must confess that we manifestly need both civilization
and culture, a shortening of the secondary function for the
one, and a prolongation for the other. For we cannot
create the one without the other, and we are, unhappily,
bound to admit that in humanity to-day there is a lack
on either side. Or, let us say, where one is in excess,
the other is deficient; thus to express ourselves more
guardedly; for the continual harping upon progress has
become untrustworthy and is under suspicion.
In summing up, I would observe that the views of Gross